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tions with our neighbors and the situation regarding world trade are

However, rela-
Iy changing.

ispansse Ambassador Me-
koto Ito has recenty spoken
with Albanian Daily News
an the results of the vote for
the upper house slection
which indicated a victory of
Pritye Minister Shinzo Abe's
Party on fuly 21, 2019, The
Ambassador noted that many
of the policies launched by
Prime Minister Shinzo such
az "Abenomics” aimed atrevi-
talizing the economy through
4 monetary poliey and Jex-
ible fiseal palicy or “Wom-
enomics” aimed at women
etnpowerment have received
the suppart ofthe majority of
the Jananese citizens. “These
policies, launched back in
2013, were accompanied by
structural reforms thet have
transformed the lapanese
society bringing positive sf-
fecrs,” he said.
Asked onany eventual gov-
srament reshutfle after the
lastvote, My Ito said he could
not make any comment, but
stressed that from timeto time
the PM mukes some changes
1o the government, inviting
new atlies in order to tackle
various issues the govern.
ment i$ facing in the fields
of domestic or international
policy.
in addition the Ambassa-
dor said that there will notbe
drastically changes in Japan's
foreign policy, But he added
that relations with neighbors
and the situation regarding
world trade ave currently
chianging. “For this reason,
our government will have
&0 adjust our foreign policy
according 10 these changes
and continue to reinforce

countries”

citizens agree, the Consti-
tutlon may be adjusted o
better reflact the current &
ation. “Curranitly the Advis
Council onthe Consatian
ditcusting he cones

+if the Tapa

amendmens” he ﬁﬁ;pﬁg- s
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For this reason, our government will have to adjust our foreign policy accoraing
changes,” said Japanese Ambassador to Tirana
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The Ambassador also dwelt
on Japan’s cooperation with
Eastern and Western Buro-
pean countries as well as on
“Western Balkans Coopera-
tion Initiatve’

Part of the interview was
fgcused on JICA's projects
in Albania and activities in

- different fieids, particularly

in cuitural cooperation in
which, according to Mr. Tro,
rnany steps have been made,
“Many events are scheduled
to take place in the next fow
months such as a Japanese
Film Festival, a Nob theater
performance aswell as a Noh
mask exhibition and a jauz
musical performance”

olid democracy. “lswongly

hope that good governance

 andvariousreformsvillbring
- great Tesults towards the de-
this country,”

Answering a question if
1) fense political

assador Makato fto

resultsofthe vite forthe upper
houseelectionhave indicated
avictory of PM Shinzo Abe's
Parivon fuly 21, 2019. He is
now setto become conntry's
longest-serving prime min-

- ister, having the majority in

both houses of Parliament.
According to you, Mr. Am-
bassador, which aresome of
the factors that gave him the
‘green light’ to ge on to run
the country?
Ambassader Mako-
to Ite: Many of the policies
launched by Prime Minister
Shinzo such as “Abenom-
ics” aimed at revitalizing the

~ tconomy through 2 monetary

policy and flexible fiscal pol-
ofr Wonetomicr it

n empowerment

_;he;é Japanese saciery bringing

"he foreign policy has also

teceived wide support, as

most Japanese eitizens pre-

fer stability. This is ‘why the
Liberal Deroeratic Party has
BeeRvictorious for more than

= Mr. Abe’s new cabinet

A reportedly to be unveiled

omenomics” aimed

trar 'érngxeﬁ..

sometime in September.
Which are expected to be
the new challenges of the
new cahinet to tackle during
the next term internally tak-
ing into consideration the
results of the last elections,
particularly the fuct that the
ruling Liberal Demaocratic
Party (LDP) has fallen short
of the super majority it had
before?

- I cannot make any com-
ment on the new cabinet or
the reshuffle of the current
cabinet. However the Admin-
istration of Prime Minister
Abe has been one of the lon-
gestin Japansinee the Second
Warld War, From time to time
the Prime Minister makes
some changes to the govern-
ment, nviting new allies in
order to tackle various issues
the government is facing in

-the fields of domestic ar in-

ternational policy.

=~ Az a follow up, Mr. Am-

~ bassador, are there expected
‘tobeany changes to the plat-

form of the foreign policy of
Japan in the future?

= Edon't think our forsign
Dolicy will drastically change
after the elections, However,
relations with our neighbors
and the situation regarding
world trade are currently
changing. For this Ieason,
OuT government will have

1o adjust our foreign policy

Ambassador 10 with Jpanese hiéi

according 1o these (‘.h;ﬁQng%
and continue to reinforce
close relations with neighbor
countries.

- In an historical move
Japanisunderway to e:.han'ge
couniry’s Constitution. "In
this election, the constitu-
tional amendment was also
a big issue - it will be finally
determined by the national
referendum,” Mr. Abe has
said following the victory.
He also called the two-thirds
requirement “a very tall or-
der” Do you think, Mr. ito,
that the new configuration
inthe upperhouse and gen-
erally on the political seene
will complicate Mr. Abe's
Iongstanding goal of com-

pleting the change of Japan's
pacifist Constitution?

- Our Constitution was
enacted in 1947, more than
70 years ago and during this
period of 70 years both do-
mestically and internationally
the situation has changed.
If deemed necessary, and of
course ifthe Japanese citizens
agree, the Constitution may
be adjusted to betier reflect
the current situation,

Currently the Advisa ry
Councilon the Constitution is
discussing the constitutional
amendments, Hopefully the

political parties and other
stakeholders will continye
to discuss this issue in a con-




Ambassador of Japn 1o Albaria, Mr Maketo o

structive way,

- My, Ambassador, Pre-
mier Abe was In Stovakds in
April this year as part ol a
G-nation tour ahead of 628
sununlt which was held in

ﬁsaka in fzme ﬁzfs year. Hﬁ

reglon economically and
politically? Canthismove be
considered as a Japanese al-
ternative to counterbalance
the Chinese drive in that
aren through Beljing’s Belt

and Road inftiative?
- japan has ciosely coop-

‘erated not only with the four

grad conntries, but with

INTERVIEW.

tion, Japan is also a founding
membar of the European
Bank for Reconstruetion and
Development (EBRD) and
ane of its largest contribu-
tors, providing more than 190
million euros to the EBRD's
Daonor Funds Programme,
The value of jointjapan-EBRD
investment stoodat 8.4 billion
euros as of December 2018, of
which EBRD accounted for
5.4 billion euros and japan
investment accounted for 4
billion eures.

= Following the same line,
Sir, what can you say on the
progressof the Japaneseini-
tiative towards the Western
Balkanswhichwas launched
Inst year by PM Abe?

Singe the launch of the
“Western Batkans Cooper-
ation Initiative” several

high level visits have
taken place, as a step
towards the material-
ization of this initia-
tive. On January this
vear, ILE Mr Jun Saito,
Ambassader in charge
of the Western Balkan
ragion at Japanese MOFA,
visited Albania in order to
have the political dialogue
with Albania. Minister for
Europe and Poreign Affairs,
Mr. Ditmir Bushati, Mayor
of Tirana, Mr. Erion Veliaj,
Deputy Minister for Eurape
and Foreign Affairs, Mr. Efjen
Xhafaj have visited Japan
in the framework of this
initiative, while Mr. Hiroshi
Hase and Me. MinoruKiuchi,
respectively the Chair and
the Secretary General of the
Parliamentary Friendship
Group Albania- Japan have
also held official visits. In
addition, Mr. Minoru Kiuchi
visited again last month as
the State Minister of the En-
vironment,
in cooperation with the
Regional Youth Coopeta-
tion Office, 18 youths from
the Western Balkans visited
Japan. JETRO organized an
investment promoticn sem-
iy in Tirana and Japan; the
representative of the Union
of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry of Albania were
invited to Japan. Several ath-
letes of the Albanian Wres-
i eration visited Ja-

 pan in February and trained
= wnh the Japanese Wresiling

o5, In aﬁaﬁnmg tlm

 Istry of Education, Ms. Oljon
: Mﬂd the Ditecior of

“Bratko” Ms. Fjoralba Prifd
paid a visit to Japan.

- My, Ambassador, a dele-
gation of JICA paid a visit to
Albania in mid-July having
talks with local authorities.
Also, there have been cer-
fain activities in the Belds
of environment, educa-
tion, culture etc. Please can
vou shed some light on the
i;ngucl of these evenis on
the diversification of Japa-
nese-Albanian couperation,
and what dees the future
‘agenda’ anticipate?

JICA has been operat-
ing in Albania for almost 18
years and during this period
has supported the Albanian
govermment through grants,
joans and technical training
programs in areas related
to urban planning, environ-
maent, health, and agriculuge.
At the moment there ate 4
ongoing projects: the “Greater
Tirane Sewerage System Im-
provement Project” {loan of
47 million dollars); "The Proj-
ecron Geospatial Information
and Sustainable Land De-
veloprreent in Tirana-Durres
Area” (3.13 mililon eurosh
the "Smaliholder Families
Financial Inclusion Project”
{3.98 million euros) and of
course the “Project for ca-
pacity buildingfor imnproving
Ecosystem-Based Manage-
ment on Diviake-Karavasta
National Park” {1.60 million
euros).

A few months ago was the
handing over of the Caore
Banking System and IT Hard-
ware, which marked the fi
nalization of the first step of

the “Smallholder Families
Financial Inclusion Project’)
while State Minister Kiuchi
visited the "Divjaka-Karavasta
National Park” a few daysago
to discuss the continuationof
cooperation in this area.

Technical Cooperation is
ongoing, and as of 2017 more
than 460 Albanian profes-
sionals have received training
in Japan, while for the Japa-
nese fiscal year 2020 the total
number of available seats for
Albanian professionals is 17

On the other hand, in the
framework of the Grant As-
sistance for Grassroots Hu-
man Security Projects our
Embassy signed agreements
with the Municipalities of
Korfla and Berat, providing
the municipality of Korca a
grant of 80,004 euros for pro-
curing machines necessary
for greening and the munic-
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ipality of Berat 7 5,000 euros
for the procurement of 4 fire
truck engine,

Many steps were maae in
the field of cultural coppera-
tion. In January, ¢ur Embassy
established the Grant AsKis-
tance for Cultur STOTLS
Projects and donated 42,119
euros to the Polytechnie Uni-
versity of Tirana, providing
new equipment for a Japa-
nese Language Laboratory.
In addition, we have orga-
nized or sup;m"&‘:i several
cultural events, inviting the

“Musnedaiko Group” for a
Daiko Performance {tradi-
tional drums) at the Cloud
Festival and Korca “Japan
Culture Day” this May, and
the world renowned violinst
Ms, Mayu Kishimato hold a
performance in Albania in
a trio with Albanian vielon
ist Mr. Viorent Xhafaj and
Varduhi

yeventsare scheduled

1 take place in the next few

months such as a Japanese

Film Festival, a Noh theater
performance aswalias 2 Noh
mask exhibition and a jazz
musical performance.

- In the meantime, how
much interésted are Japa-
nese businessesin Alhania’s
economy, and can it be sald
that the ongoing tense polit-
ical situation in this Balkan
country might be ong of the
reasons that they are hesi-
tant to undertake business
initiatives here?

-Inmyopinion the current
situation is only temporary,
and itmayhappen onthe way
towards the establishment of
a solid democracy. I strongly
hope that good governance
and various reforms will bring
great results towards the de-
velopment of this country,
With regards to business re-
lations, there is growing inter-

est, mainly due w:

1. The Albanian qualified
workforce characterized by
a hard working attitude, lin-
guistic abilities, good educa-
ton and a competitive labor
market;

2. A relatively safe and
comioriable environment
for foreipners and business
peopieto live in coupled with
delicious food and moderate
pleasant climate;

3. Religious tolerance and
a respectiul attitude towards
other religions;

4. Very easyaccessto Burg-
pean markets,




