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Backing Albania's
Development and
Democratization

“Japan considers Albania as an important
country which serves to the economic and
political stabilization of the Western Balkan
region. We fully support Albania’s political,
economic and social development as well as
its democratization, as it also serves to the
region as a whole;” said Ambassador Ito
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he bilateral relations
_ between Japan and
Albania have devel-
oped tremendously,
especially‘in the fields of
economy, culture, education
and many more areas and
bilateral exchanges‘have tak-

en place as well during the
_ one-year span of time since -

the opening of the Japanese
Embassy in Tirana last year. -

‘This was the assessment of
Japanese Ambassador to Al-
bania Makoto Ito in an exclu-
sive interview with Albanian
Daily News which coincided
with the first anniversary of
the opening of the Japanese
Embassy in Tirana. Mr. Ito

made a resume of the course

of the diplomatic relations
between Tirana and Tokyo
which were established in

wzﬁwcnmmm'mst,

tions between our countries
to flourish.

Tokyo's top envoy to Tirana
was not satisfied by the level
of trade relations between the
two countries, but he believes
that there is potential to do

so much more in the future. -

But the picture is different
with regard to the assistance
provided to the Albanian
Government and the Albania
people since the opening of
the Japanese Embassy.
“Thisyear, the total amount
of donations, loans and disas-
ter relief donations reached
approximately 11 million
euros;” reyealed Mr. Ito, who
brought to the attention the
activity of JICA and its proj-

~ ectsproviding to the Govern-

ment of Albania the necessary
financial support, technical
assistance as well as transfer
of competence and knowl-
edge, to promote the domes-

 tic geographic information

- development. When target-
~ ing the people’s needs, the
Ambassador said the Gov-
- ernment of Iapun focused on
four main areas: education,
ustainable economic devel-
opment and social inclusion,
alth and environmental

> Ambassador also
d upon issues of Ja-

pan’s stance with regard to
Western Balkans, its relations
with neighbors and other
countries and made an over-
view of the socio-economic
situation of Japan in the inter-
view which follows:

- Mr. Ambassador, in the
first place allow me to con-

Ambassador of Japan to Albania, Mr. Makoto Ito

culture, education and many

more areas. Bilateral exchang-

es have taken place as well,

as you mentioned the visit
of State Minister Kishi, at the
Ceremony to celebrate the of-
ficial opening of the Embassy
was one of the highlights of
our bilateral exchanges last
year.

gratulate you upon the ﬂrlt

anniversary of the opening - Albanian-J; rela-
ofJapan’s EmbassyinTirana  tions have an old tradition
followed by your credentials  but taking the opportunity of
on June 6,2017. Howdoyou this anniversary how would
feel in such an anniversary  you assess their course?

because, to be frank with
you, it seems to me that
time has passed so fast as I
had the honor to attend the
reception with the partici-
pation of State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Mr. Nobuo
Kishi hosted by you for the
establishment of the Embas-
sy of Japan in Tirana?

- Initially I want to thank
you for the opportunity to
have this interview. I feel very
happy with the way things
have progressed during last
year, since the opening of the
Embassy in January.

You are right, time has
passed very fast, and many
things have happened. Our
bilateral relations have de-
veloped tremendously, espe-
ciallyin thefields of economy,

- Our diplomatic relations
were established in 1921 and
restored in 1981, the Albanian
Embassy in Japan opened
in 2005, and here we are on
the 1st anniversary of the
opening of our Embassy in
Albania. Furthermore since
2008, the government of Ja-
pan has established an office
of the Japan International
Cooperation Agency (JICA)
in Tirana, an office which has
been operating in Albania for
10 years now, allowing the
economic relations between
our countries to flourish.

At the moment we want to

further develop the tradition-
ally good relations between
Japan and Albania, concen-

of course investments.

- As a follow up to this,
Mr. Ambassador could you
make a wrap up of the con-
crete bilateral exchanges
between the two countries?
Which are some of the fields
that have prospered and in
which ones much more can
be done? For example, fig-
ures on trade relations are
as following: from Japan to
Albania approximately 1.2
million Euro, while from

‘Albania to Japan lpp;onl-

mately 6.5 million Euro...

- Yes, you are right, trade
relations between our coun-
tries are still not at a satisfying
level, as I believe that there
is potential to do so much
more. At the moment Japan
is importing from Albania
minerals such as chrome as
well as a small selecﬂon of
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impressive figures- many
important projects in differ-
entfields, especially prolects
related to people’s
Please, can you highlight
some of the most important
ones, and which is their im-
pacton the areas where they
are applied?

- Since the opening of the
Embassy, Japan has tried to
provide assistance to the Al-
banian Government and the
Albania people. This year, the
total amount of donations,
loans and disaster relief dona-
tions reached approximately
11 million euros..

‘Westarted in July donating
129 hybrid and eco cars to
the Albanian government,
while a few months later we
initiated a Project on Geo-
spatial Information aiming
to enhance the social and
economic developments ac-
tiviﬂes,nf ‘the Areas of Durres

and Tirana. Through this JICA -

project Japan provides to the
Ggyermném . of Albania the
necessary financial support,

»fcompetence and

) ']gégg,;go promote the
qome stic geographic infor- -

mation development..
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;tgwmﬂce as well
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Y When targeting the peo- -
plg’g.ngeda;_@he Government
infourmain:

areas: education, and in this
context we assisted in the
reconstruction of 3 schools
in Northern Albania; sustain-
able economic development
and social inclusion, which
JICA is trying to addresses
through the “Smallholder
Families Financial Inclusion
Project’, aiming to improve
the financial inclusion of
40,000 rural smallholder fam-
ilies into the market; health
which is being achieved
through the donation of USD
500,000 worth of medical
equipment to the “Mother
Teresa” University Hospital
Center and environmental

. protection, donating 72,754
euros to the Municipality of |

Tirana, in order to provide a
new waste collection truck,
along with 50 new bins for the
Grand Park of Tirana:

- Japan is a well-known
country in Albania. Can it
be said that Japanese have
information on Albania, the
opportunities it offers, his-
tory, tradition, culture etc?
How much s ‘cultural diplo-
macy’ being used to get our
people closer and promote
tourism, people-to-people
exchanges?

- Frankly speaklng, infor-

- mation on Albania, in Japan -

is quite scarce. However, I
believe that the Albanian
history, culture and art will be
able to attract the interest of
Japanese citizens, and make
it possible for more and more
tourists to visit Albania. There
have been some attempts this
year to strengthen not only
cultural relations but also re-
lations in the field of tourism
and education between Japan
and Albania.

There have been visits of
representatives of various
tourist agencies and journal-
ist, coming both to Albania
and Japan in an attempt to
strengthen relations in the
field of tourism. In terms of
culture, our Embassy has

dinvited in May a Japanese '

contemporary dancer to per-
form in Tirana, while in June
we are expecting the arrival
of two Japanese traditional
musicians, so that the Alba-
nian citizens can become
better acquainted with the
Japanese music of “shamisen”
and “taiko”.

- Your Excellency, in Jan-
uary 2018 Japan launched
the new “Cooperation Inij-
tiative in the Western Bal-

kans’; following the visit of -

Prime Minister Abe to some
regional countries. I addi-
tion it was announced the
appointment of an Ambas-
sador in charge of Western
Balkans. Two questions,
firstly what has led your
country to undertake such
an initiative, and secondly
which is its significance in
| face of the ‘Berlin Process’
and the Chinese 16+1 Ini-
tiative in the region? Is there
any ‘touch’ of competition?

Tirana Mayor signed a
cooperation agreement with

. the Ambassador of Japan

- Iapaln considers Alba-
nia as an important country
which serves to the economic
and political stabilization of
the Western Balkan region.
In this context the position
of the Japanese Government
is to fully support Albania’s
political, economic and social
development as well asits de-
mocratization, asit also serves
to the region as a whole. Our

_Government considers im-

portant that the European
Union Member Countries as
well as other countries show
interest in development not
only of Albania, but of the
entire region. !

- In the meantime, Your
Excellency, could you share
with our readers some of
the main guidelines of your
foreign policy, especially
vis-a-vis the region and mat- -
ters related to North Korea,

* China and Russia?

- Establishing stable and
friendly relations with our
neighbors is very important to
Japan, especially when speak-
ing in terms of foreign and
homeland security. In this
sense enhancing the relations
with neighboring countries,
is one of the main pillars of
Japan'’s foreign policy as a
basis for making more stable
the environment around Ja-
pan. The relations with China

- and Russia constitute one of

Japan'’s important bilateral re-
lationships, and consequently -
itisimportant for usto builda
cooperative relationship.

* However, we cannotaccept
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State Minister for For-
eign Affairs Mr. Nobuo
Kishi in Tirana

concerns to the sovereignty
of Japan, the lives and safety
of Japanese citizens but can
also be considered an uni-
versal matter of the entire
international community as
it constitutes a violation of the
fundamental human rights.

- In conclusion, Mr. Am-
bassador can you make an
overview of the socio-eco-
nomic situation of Japan,
and in the sense of global-
ization what s official Tokyo
offering to cope with critical
situations in different parts
of the world?

- The Japanese society
is facing many challenges
caused by a rapidly aging so-
ciety and actual population
decline, The population issue
is significant, with a broad
range of consequences both
socially and economically. It
is caused by a combination of
the highest life expectancy at
84 years, and a low birthrate
of new children, 1.4% in 2013.
We want to share our expe-
rience with other countries
which are currently facing the

same phenomena, in order to
find better ways to cope with
the problems: such a ﬁtuatlon
causes.

In terms of global issue
Japan is mainly concerned el *b'}"
two mainissues, intematlona!
terrorism and climate change.
Japan is directly involved
in world tensions resulting
from the threat of terrorism.
Japanese citizens have been
victims of kidnapping and
execution in Syria, and 7 Jap-
anese aid workers lost their
lives in the terrorist attacks
in Bangladesh. Japan wants
to contribute to international

Climate chhnge is aIso an
lmportnxgé’:kue’for ]ﬁgan
and the “P: M s
conkl‘defé‘d l‘i ﬁﬁ"ﬁh’

the North Korean nuclearde- sy

velopment and the repeated

launches of ballistic missiles

over our territory. I strongly
hope that these problems
will be resolved, as well as

the issue of abductions of
Japanese citizens by North
Korea, which not only poses 1
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